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“And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died﻿  so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died.﻿ ﻿ 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words. 

5 Now concerning how and when all this will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. 3 When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. And there will be no escape. 4 But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes like a thief.﻿﻿ 5 For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. 6 So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be clearheaded. 7 Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers get drunk. 8 But let us who live in the light be clearheaded, protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet the confidence of our salvation. 9 For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ, not to pour out his anger on us. 10 Christ died for us so that, whether we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever. 11 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.”                       I Thessalonians 4:13- 5:11 (NLT)
1. The Rapture of the Church is a Message to encourage not to bring fear. 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.” II Timothy 1:7 (NLT) 

“Then He arose and ﻿rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ﻿‘Peace, ﻿﻿be still!’ And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. ﻿40﻿ But He said to them, ‘Why are you so fearful? ﻿﻿How ﻿﻿is it that you have no faith?’ ﻿41﻿ And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, ‘Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!’” Mark 4:39-41 (NKJV) 

Jesus did not come to scare people into the Kingdom,                                but to Love them into the Kingdom.
2. All of Christianity is in agreement that Jesus is coming back. 
“However, no one knows the day or hour when these things will happen, not even the angels in heaven or the Son himself. Only the Father knows.” Matthew 24:36 (NLT) 

· Pre-tribulation rapture

· Mid-tribulation rapture

· Post-tribulation rapture

· Pan-tribulation rapture
“He replied, ‘The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:7-8 (NLT)
To be ready is to not be concerned about the date but to stay focus on the task at hand. 
3. How do I live in light of Jesus’ soon return?
· Be ready spiritually Matthew 25:1-13
· Be faithful with what God has given you. Vs 14-30
· Be people that demonstrate mercy. Vs 31-46
“What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.” Matthew 23:23 (NLT)
“God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.”  Matthew 5:7 (NLT)
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