“Are We Living in the Last Days”
Pastor G. Scott Williams

March 13, 2011
“You should know this, Timothy, that in the last days there will be very difficult times. 2 For people will love only themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred. 3 They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good. 4 They will betray their friends, be reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. 5 They will act religious, but they will reject the power that could make them godly. Stay away from people like that!’”  II Timothy 3:1-5 (NLT)
 “This is my second letter to you, dear friends, and in both of them I have tried to stimulate your wholesome thinking and refresh your memory. 2 I want you to remember what the holy prophets said long ago and what our Lord and Savior commanded through your apostles.

3 Most importantly, I want to remind you that in the last days scoffers will come, mocking the truth and following their own desires. 4 They will say, “What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? From before the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first created.” II Peter 3:1-4 (NLT)
Crash Corse to the End Times
1. Yes we are living in the last days… signs 
As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us,’ they said, ‘when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?’ Jesus answered: ‘Watch out that no one deceives you.’” Matthew 24:3-4 (NIV)
Signs of the last days- False messiahs, wars, famine, earthquakes, 

“But all this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come.”  Matthew 24:8 (NLT)

Christians arrested, persecuted, killed, Abundance of sin, false prophets, love growing cold, Gospel preached to the whole earth. 
“…and then the end will come.” Matthew 24:14 (NLT)
 
2. What is the rapture….  
“ And now, dear brothers and sisters, we want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers who have died. 15 We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have died will rise from their graves. 17 Then, together with them, we who are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord forever. 18 So encourage each other with these words.”  I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Harpazō- Caught up- . 
“…but that I should raise them up at the last day.” John 6:39 (NLT) 
“…I will raise them up at the last day.” John 6:40 (NLT)

“…at the last day I will raise them up.” John 6:44 (NLT) 
“…I will raise that person at the last day.” John 6:54 (NLT)

 “ But all this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come.”  Matthew 24:8 (NLT) 
3. What do we do until that time? 
· Do not worry (God will take care of His children)
· Keep watch (live in constant awareness that this time is coming)

· Stay focused on the mission (Don’t get distracted)
“So you, too, must keep watch! For you don’t know what day your Lord is coming.”  Matthew 24:42 (NLT)
Matthew 25
· Ten Bridesmaids, Three Servants, Sheep and the Goats

“ The Master himself will give the command. Archangel thunder! God’s trumpet blast! He’ll come down from heaven and the dead in Christ will rise—they’ll go first. 17 Then the rest of us who are still alive at the time will be caught up with them into the clouds to meet the Master. 18 Oh, we’ll be walking on air! And then there will be one huge family reunion with the Master. So reassure one another with these words.”                                                         I Thessalonians 4:16-18 (Message)
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DATES FROM & TO      PERIOD            NO. EARTHQUAKES (Mag. > 6.99) 

  ---------------------------         -----------             ------------------------------

 1863 to 1900 incl            38 yrs                   12

 1901 to 1938 incl            38 yrs                   53                                                                   

 1939 to 1976 incl            38 yrs                   71 

1977 to 2014 incl      38 yrs               164 (to Mar. 2011) predict >190 in total.             
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