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How To Contain The Love of God
1. Are You A Christian?
“Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well.”                                        I John 5:1 (NIV)
2. What is the evidence of a true conversion?

“And we can be sure that we know him if we obey his commandments. 4 If someone claims, “I know God,” but doesn’t obey God’s commandments, that person is a liar and is not living in the truth. 5 But those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him. That is how we know we are living in him. 6 Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did 7 Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment for you; rather it is an old one you have had from the very beginning. This old commandment—to love one another—is the same message you heard before 8 Yet I am writing you a new command; its truth is seen in him and you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. If anyone claims, ‘I am living in the light,” but hates a Christian brother or sister, that person is still living in darkness.’”       I John 2:3-9 (NLT)

“This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.”                              I John 5:2-5 (NIV)
3. Definition of Real Love

Before I can love, I have to know what real love is.

“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. 8 But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.

9 God showed how much he loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.” I John 4:7-10 (NLT)

4. Key to reflecting- I must abide in Christ

“We know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love. God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.
18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 19 We love each other﻿﻿ because he loved us first.” I John 4:16-19 (NLT)
There is a direct connection between the realization of the forgiveness of my sin-to how much I am able to respond to His Love

“‘I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love. But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.’ 48 Then Jesus said to the woman, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’” Luke 7:47-48 (NLT)
“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues﻿﻿ and praising God. Then Peter said, 47 ‘Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.’ 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ…” Acts 10:44-48 (NIV)
“He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” Acts 10:42-43 (NIV)
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