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“…If God is for us, who can ever be against us?”   Romans 8:31 (NLT)
Our biggest battles are with the:

· Circumstances of our life 

· Our own self image.

· Choices we make.
Judges 6 -7
 “So Israel was reduced to starvation by the Midianites. Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help.” Judges 6:6 (NLT)

“Our issue is not circumstances; it is our response to circumstance.”

1. To improve your self-image- Know who you are in Christ. 
 “The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.’” Judges 6:11-12 (NIV)
God has different names for us. Abraham, Peter, Gideon

“‘But Lord,’ Gideon asked, ‘how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.’” Judges 6:15 

“So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.﻿﻿ Now we call him, ‘Abba, Father.’﻿ ﻿ 16 For his Spirit joins with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s children. 17 And since we are his children, we are his heirs. In fact, together with Christ we are heirs of God’s glory. But if we are to share his glory, we must also share his suffering.”                                 Romans 8:15-16 (NLT)

2. Prepare For God’s Testing Process
“That night the Lord said to Gideon, ‘Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one that is seven years old. Pull down your father’s altar to Baal, and cut down the Asherah pole standing beside it. 26 Then build an altar to the Lord your God here on this hilltop sanctuary, laying the stones carefully. Sacrifice the bull as a burnt offering on the altar, using as fuel the wood of the Asherah pole you cut down.’
27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord had commanded. But he did it at night because he was afraid of the other members of his father’s household and the people of the town.” Judges 6:25-27 (NLT)
God is not looking for bravery but obedience

3. Follow His Path. 
“There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death” Proverbs 14:12 (NLT) 
“You can enter God’s Kingdom only through the narrow gate. The highway to hell﻿﻿ is broad, and its gate is wide for the many who choose that way. 14 But the gateway to life is very narrow and the road is difficult, and only a few ever find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 (NLT)
“The Lord said to Gideon, ‘You have too many warriors with you. If I let all of you fight the Midianites, the Israelites will boast to me that they saved themselves by their own strength.’” Judges 7:2 (NLT)
God reduced the odds of victory for Gideon from 32,000 to 300. Why? 
God wants to take the temptation away from us ever taking the glory. . 

Examples: David and Goliath, Battle of Jericho, Gideon and Midianites
“Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later… And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory.” Romans 8:18, 30 (NLT) 

Glory- doxazo- 1 to praise, extol, magnify, celebrate. 2 to honor, hold in honor. 3 to make glorious, adorn with luster, clothe with splendor. 3a to impart glory to something, render it excellent. 3b to make renowned, render illustrious. 3c to cause the dignity and worth of some person or thing to become manifest and acknowledged.

God wants to display His Glory in you.[image: image1.png]
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