“Pentecost Sunday”
What’s The Big Deal?
Pastor G. Scott Williams
May 23, 2010
· What is Pentecost? Jewish feast of the celebration of the harvest. It comes 50 days after the feast of Passover. New Testament: the day the church was born when God poured out His Spirit on the 120. 
“…On the day of Pentecost all the believers were meeting together in one place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting.Then, what looked like flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages, as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability.”  Acts 2:1-4 (NLT) 
· What is a Pentecostal? A harvester. Someone who believes that God is still pouring out His Spirit on those that believe. 
“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.’” Acts 2:38-39 

· Why is Pentecost important?

“Once when he(Jesus) was eating with them, he commanded them, ‘Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you the gift he promised, as I told you before. 5 John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ … 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:4-5, 8 (NIV)

Power- dynamis- Supernatural Ability

· Why do I need supernatural ability? 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:8-10 
Why I need the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
I. I Need Vision to do what God has called me to do
“Next Paul and Silas traveled through the area of Phrygia and Galatia, because the Holy Spirit had prevented them from preaching the word in 
the province of Asia at that time…9 That night Paul had a vision: A man from Macedonia in northern Greece was standing there, pleading with him, ‘Come over to Macedonia and help us!’10 So we decided to leave for Macedonia at once, having concluded that God was calling us to preach the Good News there.” Acts 16:6,9-10 (NLT)
II. I Need Motivation to get going
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them… So they called the apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, ‘Do you think God wants us to obey you rather than him? We cannot stop telling about everything we have seen and heard.’” Acts 4:8, 18-20 (NLT)
III. I Need the Encouragement to keep going

 “And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great boldness in preaching your word. Stretch out your hand with healing power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’ After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness.”  Acts 4:29-31 (NLT) 
IV. I need understanding to hear the voice of the Lord

“Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.” II Corinthians 4:4 (NLT)
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the tree of life in the paradise of God.” Revelation 2:7 (NLT)
 “But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.” John 14:26 (NLT) 
The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a PROMISED GIFT given by God so that we could DO the GOOD WORKS He called us to do. 
“And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.’” Acts 2:38-39 
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” Matthew 25:21 (NLT)
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