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“You can be on fire and passionate about the King and His Kingdom, but unless you give His Kingdom first place, your life will be empty and unfulfilled.” Brian Houston Pastor Hillsong Church Australia 
 “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  Colossians 1:17 (NIV) 
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.”  Matthew 6:21 (NLT) 
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”  Matthew 6:33 (NLT) 

KEEPING FIRST THINGS FIRST
I. DETERMINE TO RECONCILE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS
 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. FIRST go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV)
II.  DEVELOP A NON-JUDGEMENTAL ATTITUDE
 “Hypocrite! FIRST get rid of the log in your own eye; then you will see well enough to deal with the speck in your friend’s eye.”                Matthew 7:5 (NLT) 
III.  LIVE A LIFE AWARE OF SPIRITUAL FORCES.
“Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he FIRST ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his house.” Matthew 12:29 (NIV) 
“Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith…” I Peter 5:8-9 (NLT)
IV. DO NOT LIVE IN HYPOCRISY.
““What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are so careful to clean the outside of the cup and the dish, but inside you are filthy—full of greed and self-indulgence! You blind Pharisee! FIRST wash the inside of the cup and the dish, and then the outside will become clean, too.”             Matthew 23:25-26 (NLT) 
V. COUNT THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS.

“A large crowd was following Jesus. He turned around and said to them, ‘If you want to be my disciple, you must hate everyone else by comparison—your father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even your own life. Otherwise, you cannot be my disciple.  And if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be my disciple. But don’t begin until you count the cost. For who would begin construction of a building without FIRST calculating the cost to see if there is enough money to finish it? Otherwise, you might complete only the foundation before running out of money, and then everyone would laugh at you. They would say, ‘There’s the person who started that building and couldn’t afford to finish it!’ Or what king would go to war against another king without first sitting down with his counselors to discuss whether his army of 10,000 could defeat the 20,000 soldiers marching against him? And if he can’t, he will send a delegation to discuss terms of peace while the enemy is still far away.  So you cannot become my disciple without giving up everything you own.”  Luke 14:25-33 (NLT) 
“But seek FIRST his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
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