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“If you stand for nothing you will fall for anything.”
 “But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  Joshua 24:15 (NIV) 
HOW TO LIVE A LIFE OF CONVICTION
I. I KNOW, I BELIEVE, I’M COMMITTED, I’M PERSUADED

“For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.”                    II Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) 
“Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”  II Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) 

II.  TO BE IN THE WORLD AND NOT OF THE WORLD.

“You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, you make yourself an enemy of God.”  James 4:4 (NLT) 

“Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you.” 
I John 2:15 (NLT) 
“God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son…” 
John 3:16 (NLT) 
The question each of us must answer is “Do I live IN the world or OF the world system?
III.  LIVE BY CONVICTION AND NOT CONSEQUENCES.
“Everyone talks about how loyal and faithful he is, but just try to find someone who really is!” Proverbs 20:6 (GNT) 
“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.” Proverbs 16:25 (NIV) 

IV. TO TRANSFORM NOT CONFORM.
“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” Romans 12:2 (NIV) 
“Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.” Romans 12:2 (Message) 
“…These who have turned the world upside down have come here too.” Acts 17:6 (NKJV) 

“They accused Paul of ‘persuading people to worship God in ways that are contrary to our law.’” Acts 18:13 (NLT) 

V. TO WORSHIP THE CREATOR AND NOT THE CREATION.

“They traded the truth about God for a lie. So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy of eternal praise! Amen.” Romans 1:25 (NLT) 

“‘…we will serve the Lord!’ ‘You are a witness to your own decision,’ Joshua said. ‘You have chosen to serve the Lord.’ ‘Yes,’ they replied, ‘we are witnesses to what we have said.’ ‘All right then,’ Joshua said, ‘destroy the idols among you, and turn your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’”  Joshua 24:21-23 (NLT)
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