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“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, 
and that the time of the Lord’s favor has come.”  Luke 4:18-19 (NLT) 

THREE VITAL COMPONETS TO LIVE FOR A CAUSE 
I. Partnering For The Cause
“A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire…”Proverbs 18:1(NKJV)
“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up! Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone?”          Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NIV)
· Shared Contribution
· Shared Equality

“Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life easy for others and hard for yourselves. I only mean that there should be some equality. Right now you have plenty and can help those who are in need. Later, they will have plenty and can share with you when you need it. In this way, things will be equal.”                                                     II Corinthians 8:13-14 (NLT)
· Shared Commitment

“And if you are not faithful with other people’s things, why should you be trusted with things of your own?” Luke 16:12 (NLT)
· Shared Purpose

II. United Around The Cause
A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.”   Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NLT) 

· Cords of Purpose
“Herod and Pilate, who had been enemies before, became friends that day.” Luke 23:12 (NLT)
· Cords of Love and Respect
· Cords of Christ
 “And the disciples went everywhere and preached, and the Lord worked through them, confirming what they said by many miraculous signs.” Mark 16:20 (NLT)
III. Reject Living on Middle Ground
· Middle ground is the lowest ground 
· Middle ground lacks progress 
· Middle ground lacks purpose

“But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth!” Revelation 3:16 (NLT)
· Middle ground lacks friends
“A man of too many friends comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Proverbs 18:24 (NASB)
· Middle ground lacks faith
“But my righteous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with him.” Hebrews 10:38 (NIV)
· Middle ground lacks passion
Opposite of Passion is Indifference
· Middle ground lacks respect
“…don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.’” II Corinthians 9:7 (NLT)
· Middle ground lacks life
“Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between blessings and curses. Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your descendants might live!” Deuteronomy 30:19 (NLT)

“A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. I came so they can have real and eternal life, more and better life than they ever dreamed of.” John 10:10 (Message)
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