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“If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.” Mark 8:35 (NLT) 

“…And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For to me, living means living for Christ, and dying is even better.”  Philippians 1:20-21 (NLT) 

DYING TO “SELF”
I. THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “YOU” AND “SELF”
 “For I know the plans I have for YOU,” says the Lord. “They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give YOU a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NLT)
“For wherever there is jealousy and SELFISH ambition, there you will find disorder and evil of every kind.”  James 3:16 (NLT)
The greatest enemy of the Cause of Christ is your-self.

II. WHAT “SELF” WANTS TO STEAL FROM “YOU”

· Self will try to hijack you

“My old self has been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me. So I live in this earthly body by trusting in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”  Galatians 3:20 (NLT) 

· Self will shrink you

“For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.”  Philippians 4:13 (NLT) 

· Self has limitations

“…a fool rages and is self-confident.”  Proverbs 14:16 (NKJV) 
“So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward it brings you!” Hebrews 10:35 (NLT)
· Self camouflages itself

“For whoever exalts himSELF will be humbled, and whoever humbles himSELF will be exalted.”  Matthew 23:12 (NIV) 

· Self will occupy you.

 “So don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’ 32 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs.”  Matthew 6:31-32 (NLT) 
III. HOW TO “SELF”DESTRUCT

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.” Romans 12:1 (NIV)

· Money

“For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.”  Timothy 6:10 (NLT) 
· Sex

“Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your own body.”                          I Corinthian 6:18 (NLT) 
· Power

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”                          Acts 1:8 (NLT) 
· Love

“… (Love) it is not self-seeking…”  I Corinthians 13:5 (NIV) 
· Happiness

“…Happy are the people whose God is the Lord!”  Psalm 144:15(NKJV) 
· Generosity

“You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” Acts 20:35 (NLT) 
· Leadership.
“…You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you must become your slave. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  Matthew 20:25-28 (NLT) 

“All the promises of God are about ‘YOU’ not ‘SELF’. We are called to lay our ‘self’ down and pick up the ‘Cause of Christ’[image: image1.png]
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