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“ ‘Yes,’ the king replied, ‘and to those who use well what they are given, even more will be given. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken away.’” Luke 19:26 (NLT)

“He said, ‘That’s what I mean: Risk your life and get more than you ever dreamed of. Play it safe and end up holding the bag.’ Luke 19:26 (Mes.)
“The crowd was listening to everything Jesus said. And because he was nearing Jerusalem, he told them a story to correct the impression that the Kingdom of God would begin right away. 12 He said, ‘A nobleman was called away to a distant empire to be crowned king and then return. 13 Before he left, he called together ten of his servants and divided among them ten pounds of silver,﻿ saying, ‘Invest this for me while I am gone.’” Luke 19:11-13 (NLT)
Invest- to put (money) to use, by purchase or expenditure, in something offering potential profitable returns, as interest, income, or appreciation in value.
WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT ME TO INVEST?
I. MY RESOURCES. 
 “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!” Malachi 3:10 (NLT)

II. MY REPUTATION.
“If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”                            Mark 8:38 (NLT)
“For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes…”                  Romans 1:16 (NLT)

“Yes, and I am willing to look even more foolish than this, even to be humiliated in my own eyes…”  II Samuel 6:22 (NLT)

III. MY RIGHTS 
“Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a high price. So you must honor God with your body.”  I Corinthians 6:19-20 (NLT)

IV. MY ABILITIES

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.”

I Corinthians 12:7 (NLT) 
“Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well…” Romans 12:4-6 (NLT) 
V. MY RELATIONSHIPS
“Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection,﻿ and take delight in honoring each other.”                        Romans 12:9-10 (NLT)

Closing Thought
· The Sin of Commission-_____________________________

· The Sin of Omission-______________________________
“We have fixated on sins of commission long enough. You want to know what I think really grieves the heart of our heavenly Father? It’s the sins of omission. It’s all the things we would have, could have, and should have done for the cause of Christ but did not do it.” Mark Batterson
“In God’s economy, breaking even is a total loss.”

“But the third servant brought back only the original amount of money and said, ‘Master, I hid your money and kept it safe. 21 I was afraid because you are a hard man to deal with, taking what isn’t yours and harvesting crops you didn’t plant.’ 22  ‘You wicked servant!’ the king roared. ‘Your own words condemn you. If you knew that I’m a hard man who takes what isn’t mine and harvests crops I didn’t plant, 23 why didn’t you deposit my money in the bank? At least I could have gotten some interest on it.’ 24 ‘Then, turning to the others standing nearby, the king ordered, ‘Take the money from this servant, and give it to the one who has ten pounds.’” Luke 19:20-24 (NLT)
Picture a bank robbery. The cops arrive in the middle of it. The robbers hand the bag full of loot to one guy and the rest hike on out the back door. The one holding the bag does not get away and is caught by the cops. He was "left holding the bag."
Does God call us to a life of safe living or to a life of risk taking?
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