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“But the time is coming—indeed it’s here now—when true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. The Father is looking for those who will worship him that way. 24 For God is Spirit, so those who worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.”                                     John 4:23-24 (NLT)
“…For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”  Matthew 4:10 (NLT)

4 DYNAMICS OF TRUE WORSHIP
1. WE  MUST UNDERSTAND THE MEANING OF TRUE WORSHIP
“‘Stay here with the donkey,’ Abraham told the servants. ‘The boy and I will travel a little farther. We will worship there, and then we will come right back.’” Genesis  22:5 (NLT)

               True worship is:
· both an attitude and an activity
· the adoration and appreciation of God by grateful worshipers.
· an experience of meditative communion with God in which the soul is in dialogue with the Eternal.
· the most dynamic and creative experience of which man is capable

2. WE MUST RECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF TRUE WORSHIP.             Then I said, ‘It’s all over! I am doomed, for I am a sinful man. I have filthy lips, and I live among a people with filthy lips. Yet I have seen the King, the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.’ 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal he had taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 He touched my lips with it and said, ‘See, this coal has touched your lips. Now your guilt is removed, and your sins are forgiven.’” Isaiah 6:5-7 (NLT)
               True Worship:

· brings a consciousness of sin that leads to confession and to the joy of cleansing 
· brings a person’s soul into harmony with the will of God 
· gives the worshiper a sense of security
· helps the worshiper to rise above the temporal
· aids in problem solving
· always brings a new sense of responsibility toward God and others
3.  WE MUST UNDERSTAND THE CONDITIONS OF MEANINGFUL WORSHIP 
“The Lord says: ‘These people come near to me with their mouth 

and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men”             Isaiah 29:13 7 (NIV)
4. THE INSPIRATION OF WORSHIP MUST BE CARRIED INTO LIFE.
“…For the Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”  Matthew 4:10 (NLT)

Worship and Service go hand in hand.

· Our worship should lead us to service
· Our service should lead us to worship.
“I am the Vine, you are the branches. When you’re joined with me and I with you, the relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to be abundant. Separated, you can’t produce a thing.”                           John 15:5 (Message)
Title: The Need for Meaningful Worship

Text: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” (Matt. 4:10).

Scripture Reading: John 4:20 – 24
Hymns:
“O Worship the King,” Grant


“All Hail the Power,” Perronet


“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” Wesley

Offertory Prayer: Our heavenly Father, we worship you in spirit and in truth. We approach you with an offering of love and gratitude. We invoke your blessings on these tithes and offerings to the end that others might enthrone the Christ in their hearts and give you their love and loyalty. Today we thank you for both spiritual and material blessings. Help us to be more worthy of your gracious generosity. In Christ’s name. Amen.

Introduction

Meaningful worship is one of the deepest needs of life. Individually and collectively we need to discover the importance of worship and give it the vital place it deserves.

The weakest point in the life of most of us is our worship. The absence of spiritual power, the lack of inward peace, and the failure to be genuinely Christian can be traced to failure to worship.

During the Second World War, Japan had a special division of pilots who flew suicide missions. They were called kamikaze pilots. The Allied forces considered them to be fanatics, and some even said that they were drugged. Those who are acquainted with Japanese history and customs recognize that these suicide missions were an expression of a combination of the highest patriotism and the deepest religious devotion.

The story behind the kamikaze began in 1281 when a huge armada of Mongolians landed at Hakata Bay determined to seize that portion of the empire of Japan. Before they were able to deploy their full forces ashore, a typhoon descended on the fleet and destroyed it, bringing the invasion to a disastrous conclusion. To the Japanese the typhoon was the kamikaze, or the divine wind, protecting the land of the gods from the invasion of foreigners. So, during World War II, pilots volunteered to become kamikaze — that is, the wind of God — to destroy the enemy and to protect their homeland. Their action illustrates the truth that intense dedication to a god (albeit a false god in their case) results in a special kind of people.
Is our failure to be a distinctive and unique people to be traced to the inadequacy of our worship? Is it possible we have been fooling ourselves into believing we are worshiping when in reality we are not?

I. We must understand the meaning of true worship if we are to become the special people God desires us to be.


A.
In some parts of the world, various forms of idolatrous worship involving body painting, native dances and rituals, and even witch doctors and voodoo are practiced.

B.
From time to time accounts appear in the newspapers reporting that in places even in today’s world people seek to worship by offering human sacrifices.

C.
Some people think that just by going to church they are worshiping. They listen to the pastor preach and hear the choir sing; then they go home thinking that they have worshiped.


D.
We must recognize that true worship is both an attitude and an activity. It is a response of the soul to God’s act of revealing himself. True worship is an experience in which people receive what God has to give and simultaneously give what they are and have to God.


E.
True worship is the adoration and appreciation of God by the grateful worshiper.

F.
True worship is an experience of meditative communion with God in which the soul is in dialogue with the Eternal. Worship is an inner posture of the soul rather than an action or posture of the body.


G.
True worship is the most dynamic and creative experience of which man is capable.
II. We must recognize the value of true worship.

Vital worship relates people to God, who is the source of wisdom and inward power.


A.
True worship brings a consciousness of sin that leads to confession and to the joy of cleansing (Isa. 6:5 – 7). To behold the holiness of God is to be deeply convinced of the uncleanness of sin. Confession from the heart brings the forgiveness and cleansing of divine love. This we all need, and this we can have.


B.
Real worship brings a person’s soul into harmony with the will of God. To bring the mind into conformity with the mind and will of God brings an inward peace, because destructive tension and friction have been removed.


C.
True worship gives the worshiper a sense of security. God becomes very real and very near in love, grace, and power. The worship experience makes possible a faith that God will be present triumphantly in whatever the present or the future might bring.


D.
True worship helps the worshiper to rise above the temporal and the transitory. The world is so much with us that we are inclined to view it from the worm’s eye view rather than from the angel’s perspective. As we worship, it becomes possible to set our affections on eternal things instead of being lured by the promises of material things.


E.
Real worship aids in problem solving. As a pastor stood in the vestibule greeting the departing worshipers, a woman said, “Pastor, your sermon cured my headache this morning.” She explained that she had arrived at church suffering the torments of inward turmoil and uncertainty. With a mind and heart searching for fellowship and for certainty, she went into the house of God with a hungry heart and an empty cup. God did not disappoint her. She departed with a testimony similar to that of the psalmist: “My cup runneth over.”


F.
True worship always brings a new sense of responsibility toward God and others. After Isaiah had seen God, confessed his sin, and experienced cleansing, he heard the voice of God calling. He volunteered.


If you have no sense of personal responsibility for those about you, and if you have not volunteered to help God in his ministry of mercy, then probably it has been a long, long time since you have really worshiped.

III. We must understand the conditions of meaningful worship.

If we are to be a distinctive people of God, called out and separated from the world, then we need to understand the conditions that lead to fruitful worship experiences.


A.
Adequate preparation must be made if worship is to be beneficial. We need to prepare our hearts and minds before arriving at church if we are to experience the greatest possible blessing. One does not automatically enter God’s presence by walking through the door of a church.


While a warm, friendly spirit is of great value in a church, many people are so concerned about seeing and greeting their friends that they give little thought to the fact that they have come to the house of the Lord to see him and both receive from him and give to him.


Perhaps the most important part of preparing for public worship is private worship. How often do you pray for the worship Services of your church? When did you last pray for the pastor? For the choir? For specific individuals in the congregation?


B.
Wholesome participation in worship is essential. One can attend a football game and be a fairly inactive spectator. To enjoy the game fully, he must participate by identifying either with individual players or with a team.


When the Word of God is read, do you let God speak to your heart? When someone leads in prayer, do you also pray? Do you sing with the congregation?

IV. The inspiration of worship must be carried into life.

In Jesus’ temptation experience, the Devil did not say anything to Jesus about Service when he made an appeal for his worship, but in Jesus’ reply, he declared that worship and Service are never to be separated. Service is as inseparable from real worship as a person is from his or her shadow in the brightness of the noonday sun.


A.
Our worship should lead us to Service. To have a life-transforming experience with the Eternal brings such a joy into the hearts of worshipers that they will desire to share this joy with others. To genuinely worship produces a joy within the heart that cannot be concealed. It has to express itself in Service of one sort or another.


B.
Our Service should lead us to worship. Jesus told his disciples, “He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).


We live in a world of vast spiritual need. Within our individual selves, we are inadequate for the task of ministering. Only as we worship and receive the wisdom, the guidance, and the power of God can we serve in an acceptable and productive way.

Conclusion

Dr. Gaines S. Dobbins has said that “worship is the human soul in search of that which is supremely worthful.” Have you recognized the supreme worth of Jesus Christ to your own heart and life? If you have not, decide to make him the Lord of your life. You would be wise to make him the object of your worship and to follow him and please him in every area of your life. Decide to do so today.

[image: image1.png]









1

