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“Do not forget this! Keep it in mind! Remember this, you guilty ones.

 Remember the things I have done in the past. For I alone am God!

I am God, and there is none like me.  Only I can tell you the future before it even happens. Everything I plan will come to pass,

for I do whatever I wish.  Isaiah 46:8-10 (NLT) 

“History is a guide to navigation in perilous times. History is who we are and why we are the way we are.” David C. McCullough:

How Looking Back Helps Us Look Forward
1. THE PAST DEMONSTRATES GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
 “And I said, ‘This is my fate; the Most High has turned his hand against me.’ But then I recall all you have done, O Lord; I remember your wonderful deeds of long ago.  They are constantly in my thoughts. I cannot stop thinking about your mighty works.”
Psalms 77:10-13 (NLT)
“This is what the Lord says: ‘You will be in Babylon for seventy years. But then I will come and do for you all the good things I have promised, and I will bring you home again. For I know the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord. ‘They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.’”  Jeremiah 29:10-11 (NLT)
“‘Understand, therefore, that the Lord your God is indeed God. He is the faithful God who keeps his covenant for a thousand generations and lavishes his unfailing love on those who love him and obey his commands.” Deutronomy 7:9 (NLT)

2.  THE PAST HIGHLIGHTS  FAITHFILLED PEOPLE.  

“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony…” Revalation 12:11 (NIV)
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us” Hebrews 12:1 (NLT)
“So take a new grip with your tired hands and strengthen your weak knees. Mark out a straight path for your feet so that those who are weak and lame will not fall but become strong.” 
Hebrews 12:12-13 (NLT)
3.  THE PAST WILL KEEP US FROM MAKING THE SAME MISTAKES…..AGAIN?   

“Those who cannot learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”

George Santayana

“The Lord your God will soon bring you into the land he swore to give you when he made a vow to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. It is a land with large, prosperous cities that you did not build. The houses will be richly stocked with goods you did not produce. You will draw water from cisterns you did not dig, and you will eat from vineyards and olive trees you did not plant. When you have eaten your fill in this land,  be careful not to forget the Lord, who rescued you from slavery in the land of Egypt” Deuteronomy 6:10-13 (NLT) 

“I took care of you, took care of all your needs, gave you everything you needed.  You were spoiled. You thought you didn’t need me.  You forgot me.” Hosea 13:6 (Message)
4.  A SOLID PAST FOUNDATION GIVES A FUTURE TO BUILD ON   

“Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 21 We are carefully joined together in him, becoming a holy temple for the Lord.” Ephesians 2:20-21 (NLT)
I have laid the foundation like an expert builder. Now others are building on it. But whoever is building on this foundation must be very careful. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have—Jesus Christ. 12 Anyone who builds on that foundation may use a variety of materials—gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw. 13 But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. The fire will show if a person’s work has any value.” I Corinthians 3:10-13 (NLT)
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