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 “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades﻿ ﻿ will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be﻿ bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Matthew 16:18-19 (NIV)
“This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out. ‘And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.”  Matthew 16:18-19 (Message)
WHY BUILD THE CHURCH?
Two reasons:

· Because God loves people.
“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”      Luke 19:10 (NIV)
· Because God commands us to reach out.
“As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.”   John 17:18 (NIV)
Three Foundational Thoughts 

“I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.” I Corinthians 1:10

1. WE ALL HAVE A COMMON DESTINY
Destiny definition: That to which any person or thing is destined; predetermined state; condition foreordained by the Divine or by human will; fate; lot; doom.
“For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.”               Romans 8:29-30 (NIV)

Our Destiny is not only our final destination but it is the __________ there as well. 

What is our COMMON DESTINY? __________________________
2. WE ARE ALL FAMILY 
“As Jesus was speaking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, asking to speak to him.  Someone told Jesus, ‘Your mother and your brothers are outside, and they want to speak to you.’ Jesus asked, ‘Who is my mother? Who are my brothers?’  Then he pointed to his disciples and said, ‘Look, these are my mother and brothers. Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother!”  Matthew 12:46-50 (NLT) 

“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.” Romans 15:5-7  (NIV)
3. WE SHOULD HAVE A MILITANT SPIRIT
“Benaiah son of Jehoiada was a valiant fighter from Kabzeel, who performed great exploits. He struck down two of Moab’s best men. He also went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion.” II Samuel 23:20 (NIV)
“No, despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us.” Romans 8:37 (NLT)
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