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New Years is significant IN THAT it is a time we like “FRESH STARTS… 

New Years Resolution that MOST don’t last past January….

Have you ever thought WHY??? WHY don’t they last? Most resolutions are usually for our own benefit.

Eat Better, Exercise more, Watch my spending, stop smoking

The reason we TEND to go back to our old way…We lose FOCUS.

So today I want to talk about focus…NOT SO YOU CAN KEEP your New Years Resolution…BUT so that YOU will keep STRONG in your FAITH and not LOSE heart or give up…

Lets face it…I AM NATURALLY “OPTOMISTIC” I tend to believe the best is going to happen….THE FACT IS “Not always does the BEST happen…

Marrages do fall apart, people get sick, people dies, people do lose their jobs, some people DO hurt other people, SOME TIMES people are taken from us way to soon…

…Being a Christian DOES not mean you are a better person that the next…What it means is that in the GOOD times and in the BAD times…we have a HOPE…that will not lets us GO!!!

How is that true PASTOR??? I have seen many “Christians” lose hope…TRUE…. HOPE does not let US GO…But we can lose FOCUS of OUR HOPE….
THAT IS WHY…IT IS IMPORTANT…TO KNOW WHAT YOU ARE FOCUSED ON IN LIFE.

VIDEO: HOW DO YOU FOCUS
Interesting Ideas….Lets look at God’s Word and see what it says on this subject.

“Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart…There is a lot more said here…but look at the verse…We do not lose heart…we do not GIVE UP…

How about you…would you like to live your life and KNOW that no matter what comes your way…YOU WILL NEVER LOSE HEART…YOU WILL NEVER GIVE UP???

So what is the KEY???? Is there a certain strategy for living THIS kind of life??? YES!!! YES !!!! YES!!!!.  Here it is
So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”                   II Corinthians 4:1, 18 (NIV)
Let me just EXPLAIN a few of these terms…Very important
“FIX OUR EYES” “LOOK”- greek word “skopeo” word microscope  “to look observe- contemplate- to fix’s ones eyes upon, to direct one’s attention to”

MY wife says that is my problem at times when I am driving…I remember when we first got married there was a really cool looking Pepsi billboard AND I LOOKED at it…..guess what happen to the car…we swerved into another lane…in Dallas traffic…

I didn’t just “Look” at it…I “Fixed my eyes” 

Look at word SEEN- means to see with the bodily eye…to perceive with the sences- to feel- TO SEE with the MINDS EYE- to turn the thoughts or direct the mind to a thing.
You cannot SEE the Unseen with the bodily eye…

So what do we see….Temporary- for a time- FOR A SEASON

Listen…life is full od SEASONS….EVERYTHING YOU SEE…is seasonal….Jobs, houses, cars, money, relationships…ARE you happy right now…GREAT that is a season…are things going bad for you??? That is a season, Are you dealing with sickness?? Season. Do you have financial issues???? A season.
King Solomon talks about a TIME for everything under the sun…

SO IF things around us ae so TEMPORARY…Why focus on them

Paul says I fix my eyes on the UNSEEN…The Eternal
“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith…” Hebrews 12:2a (NIV)
Am I saying DON’T pay any attention to the Temporary things in life???? Absolutly not…BUT DON’T let those things be the things that DRIVE YOU…That pull you…that determine your situation of life…IF YOU DO>>>> Your life, your peace, your contentment will ALWAYS be at the mercy of the situations of your life
The strategy for how to live your life successfully is totally determined on what you choose to focus your attention on.
That is a strategy that Paul is talking about here…What is your focus????
3 AREAS THAT TEST OUR FOCUS
I.  THE TEST OF DEATH
One of the greatest fears of people today is DEATH… 

People are afraid of DYING. It is the fear of the unknown.

The reason people fear it so much is because of a FOCUS on the seen…the temporary. We think that THIS LIFE IS IT. 

If that were TRUE… We should fear death.

There are times that even Christians loose site of the fact that we are promised ETERNITY.

“Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?’  For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.” I Corinthians 15:54-57 (NLT)
We have a VICTORY over death…It does not have POWER over us…Yes!!! Unless the Lord comes back while we are alive…There is only ONE way off this planet…DEATH

We all have this fatal diease…called life….

Solomon, “A time to live a time to die”

A reality that we do not need to fear.

WHY? The fear of death will hinder you from ever DOING what God has called you to do. 
“For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  It is written: ‘I believed; therefore I have spoken.’  With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore speak,
What do we BELIEVE???WHAT DO WE SPEAK???
 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you in his presence. All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.”        II Corinthians 4:11-16 (NIV)
THAT IS A HEALTHY FOCUS….Yes we are getting closer and closer to death….GUESS WHAT THAT MEANS!!! Every day we are 1 day closer to HEAVEN.
Are you afraid of that???? Why??? 

Clip of the missionaries that went to south America 

VIDEO- End of the spear- ready for heaven
Who got the last word, oh, Death? Oh, Death, who’s afraid of you now?  I Corinthians 15:55 (Message) 

When you start to fear…get a little nervous…REMEMBER this World is not our home…we are only passing through.

ALL WE SEE…temporary

The Next test….
II. THE TEST OF POSSESSIONS
This is a BIG deal in America…No secret we are a materialistic society… 

Many people look at stuff as their happiness. 

We somehow think that “IF I JUST GOT THIS ONE MORE THING…I would be happy”

Our happiness is tied up in stuff…We have…our depression is tied up in the stuff we don’t have

Now I am not going to spend a lot of time on this…This is an area that WE ALL KNOW to be true.

But then again we still struggle with it.

Why? Because we are bombarded with images on TV and by friends and family that ALL have the latest STUFF

Lets be honest…WE WANT IT…I want the latest phone, computer, clothes, car…. All of that stuff..

What is the problem with the STUFF..

Nothing if you can afford it…Problem is we GO INTO DEBT trying to GET MORE OF IT…

Or we max ourselves out to where we are living paycheck to paycheck and then come to church

Hear about TITHES and Offering, some guest missionary and we say, “I CANT AFFORD TO GIVE”

Why? Because we have been possessed by our possessions

“Complete possession is proved only by giving. All you are unable to give possesses you.” Andre Gide  

This is a hard truth…If you are not able to give something up…it is because that thing has you…

Jesus knew how much a grip THINGS has on people…It has been that way from the beginning…

So that is one of the reasons He ask us to GIVE

Tithes, offering>>> not because the church WANTS your money but because that is HOW we are set free from the GRIP of possessions.

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money” Matthew 6:24 (NLT)
How do I know if I am serving MONEY…. All you are UNABLE TO GIVE POSSESSES you.
Giving is the most liberating thing you will experience. 

God loves a Cheerful Giver…That is the person who is set free from the temporary Fixation of possessions
The last test is…
III. THE TEST OF PROBLEMS
This is what Paul was mainly addressing in I Cor 4 when he spoke about the seen and unseen, the temporary and the eternal 

“But we have this treasure 
Knowledge of God…
in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, AT the point of not knowing what to do
but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body… Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” II Corinthians 4:7-10; 16-18 (NIV)
But some will say, “But you don’t understand my problems…mine are big…They may be and I may not understand…ONE THING I KNOW…The more you FIX YOUR EYES on your problems…The bigger they will get. 

Here is the thing with PROBLEMS….Our problem is not our problem. Our problem is learning HOW TO FACE our problem and HOW TO SOLVE our problem.

They way to face it is to see it for what it is…temporary…A SEASON in our life…

I think of a man by the name of JOB…who had a problem.

You see he was a very blessed man the feared God. 

One day Satan…

“Then the Lord asked Satan, ‘Have you noticed my servant Job? He is the finest man in all the earth. He is blameless—a man of complete integrity. He fears God and stays away from evil.’  Satan replied to the Lord, ‘Yes, but Job has good reason to fear God. You have always put a wall of protection around him and his home and his property. You have made him prosper in everything he does. Look how rich he is!  But reach out and take away everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face!” Job 1:8-11 (NLT)

Satan made a fatal flaw here with JOB…We know that JOB never cursed God…He stayed faithful

Satans flaw was that he thought that JOBS had fixed his eyes on the seen temporary things of life.


Satan though that JOB feared God because he had a lot of STUFF…Possessions… But Job understood that is was ok to have stuff…but all of that Stuff was only temporary.

One thing I have noticed…not always true but often is…the people that suffer the most…usually complain the least.
Why Is that…it is the ones that have few troubles that learn how to complain about friviolus things.

· A starving person is not going to complain if the restaurant is taking more that 5 min. to get his food out…they are thankful to have food coming that day

· A person without transportation is not going to complain if he gets to ride in a car that has over 100,000 miles and the air conditionaer doesn’t work…they are thankful to have a ride

· A person living in a country that persecutes Christians is not going to complain about a sermon being too long or the music not being just what they like or it being too hot or too cold…they are thankful to be able to worship without fear

I want to show you a truly inspiring testimony from a person who has a right to complain…but doesn’t

VIDEO
How can he BE HAPPY??? He focuses on the MINISTRY GOD GAVE HIM. He realizes he is making a huge impact for eternity that he may have never made if he had arms and legs..

This is a youtube video and on youtube you can leave comments

One of the comments I read was this

“Go Nick- your belief in God is an inspiration to this non-believer.

Proof that our problems…when handled with the RIGHT FOCUS shines Christ and gives purpose.

“In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and calamities of every kind. We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, and gone without food. We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us,﻿ and by our sincere love.  We faithfully preach the truth. God’s power is working in us. We use the weapons of righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand for defense. We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, whether they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but they call us impostors. We are ignored, even though we are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. We have been beaten, but we have not been killed. Our hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we have everything.”                II Corinthians 6:4-10 (NLT)
HONESTLY…you may think I am strange but our problems keep us from turning this life into heaven…OFTEN we try to make heaven on earth and IT ISNT. 

How will I live in Focus….Remember I am an optimist…I am believeing for the best…but I know PROBLEMS will come…I know that death will come… 

Will those things be enough for me to “LOSE HEART” “TO QUIT” 

Not if we focus on HIM…Fix our Eyes on the eternal…FIX our eyes on Jesus the author and perfector of our faith.

[image: image1.png]









1

