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                                                                                                                “As Jesus continued on toward Jerusalem, he reached the border between Galilee and Samaria. 12 As he entered a village there, ten lepers stood at a distance, 13 crying out, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’ 14 He looked at them and said, ‘Go show yourselves to the priests.’ And as they went, they were cleansed of their leprosy. 15 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back (Returned) to Jesus, shouting, ‘Praise God!’ 16 He fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, ‘Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? 18 Has no one returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?’ 19 And Jesus said to the man, ‘Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you.’” Luke 17:11-19 (NLT)
LESSONS FROM THE LEPERS
1. THEY KNEW THAT GOD IS A GOD OF MERCY.
“crying out, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!’” Luke 17:13 (NLT)
“The faithful love of the Lord never ends! His mercies never cease. Great is his faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each morning. I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!’”  Lamentations 3:22-24 (NLT)

2.  90 % TOOK THE MERCIES OF GOD FOR GRANTED. 
“Jesus asked, ‘Didn’t I heal ten men? Where are the other nine? Has no one returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?’” Luke 17:17-18 
“Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools.  And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles.” Rom. 1:21-23 (NLT)
3. 10% RECEIVED HIS MERCIES AND SALVATION.
“One of them, when he saw that he was healed, came back to Jesus, shouting, ‘Praise God!’ He fell to the ground at Jesus’ feet, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a Samaritan… And Jesus said to the man, ‘Stand up and go. Your faith has healed you.’”

 Luke 17:15-16, 19 (NLT)
“For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.”  John 3:17 (NIV)

4. HOW TO GIVE THANKSGIVING. ONE WORD “RETURN”
· MY LIFE
“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! I will set out and go back (return) to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. Luke 15:17-18 (NIV)

· Fruit of my lips
“Return, O Israel, to the Lord your God. Your sins have been your downfall!  Take words with you and return to the Lord. Say to him: 

‘Forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips.’”  Hosea 14:1-2 (NIV)

“Sometimes it(our tongue) praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of God.  And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right!” James 3:9-10 (NLT)

· First fruits of all my increase
“‘Ever since the time of your forefathers you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ ‘Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.’ ‘But you ask, ‘How do we rob you?’ 

‘In tithes and offerings.’” Malachi 3:7-8 (NIV)
· All my ability
“But what do you think about this? A man with two sons told the older boy, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.’ The son answered, ‘No, I won’t go,’ but later he changed his mind and went anyway.  Then the father told the other son, ‘You go,’ and he said, ‘Yes, sir, I will.’ But he didn’t go. ‘Which of the two obeyed his father?’ They replied, ‘The first.’ Then Jesus explained his meaning: ‘I tell you the truth, corrupt tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the Kingdom of God before you do.  For John the Baptist came and showed you the right way to live, but you didn’t believe him, while tax collectors and prostitutes did. And even when you saw this happening, you refused to believe him and repent of your sins’”  Matthew 21:28-32 (NLT) 
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