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“You must display a new nature because you are a new person, created in God’s likeness—righteous, holy and true.” Eph. 4:24 (NLT)

“Most people today have rejected Christianity on the 

basis of a caricature.” Arnold Toynbee
THE PROCESS OF FOCUSED LIVING
1.  
THROW OFF THE THINGS THAT DISTORT JESUS. “Since, then, we do not have the excuse of ignorance, everything—and I do mean everything—connected with that old way of life has to go. It’s rotten through and through. Get rid of it!…”                     Ephesians 4:22a (Message)  

Behaviors that blur 

· Speaking and living a lie
· Uncontrolled anger

· Dishonest living

· Corrupt communication

· Grievous lifestyle 

2.  
BRING IN THE THINGS THAT REFLECT JESUS      “…And then take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned life.”   Ephesians 4:22b (Message)  
Behaviors that shine

· Truthful lips

· Controlled anger

· Honest and hard worker

· Generous giver

· Encouraging communication

· Kind and tenderhearted 

· Forgiving nature

Religion: A set of beliefs, values, and practices based on the teachings of a spiritual leader.
“You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and Pharisees! Frauds! You burnish the surface of your cups and bowls so they sparkle in the sun, while the insides are maggoty with your greed and gluttony.  Stupid Pharisee! Scour the insides, and then the gleaming surface will mean something. You’re hopeless, you religion scholars and Pharisees! Frauds! You’re like manicured grave plots, grass clipped and the flowers bright, but six feet down it’s all rotting bones and worm-eaten flesh. People look at you and think you’re saints, but beneath the skin you’re total frauds.” Matthew 23:25-28 (Message)
3.  
THE CONNECTOR THAT BRINGS TRUE FOCUS   “Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.”   Ephesians 4:23 (NLT)

“And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.” Ephesians 4:30 (NIV)

“Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:2 (NLT)

WHY?

“For when you see me, you are seeing the one who sent me. I have come as a light to shine in this dark world, so that all who put their trust in me will no longer remain in the dark.” John 12:45-46 (NLT)

“Go out into the world uncorrupted, a breath of fresh air in this squalid and polluted society. Provide people with a glimpse of good living and of the living God. Carry the light-giving Message into the night.” Philippians 2:15 (Message)
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