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Learning to take it like a man!
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, ‘… I will make a covenant with you, by which I will guarantee to give you countless descendants.’…This is the covenant that you and your descendants must keep: Each male among you must be circumcised.” Genesis 17:1,2,10 
“When you came to Christ, you were ‘circumcised,’ but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual circumcision—the cutting away of your sinful nature.  For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead. You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away. Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins” Colossians 2:11-13
“for you have stripped off your old sinful nature and all its wicked deeds.
Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him” Colossians 3:9-10 (NLT).
“God, in his foreknowledge, chose them to bear the family likeness of his Son…” Romans 8:29a (Phillips)
3 Ways We Cooperate in this Process
1. TAKE A KNEE. - Humility
“The cutting of the heart that lets us take the spotlight                       off of ourselves and to shine it on others”

“Pride leads to disgrace…” Proverbs 11:2a

“Pride ends in humiliation…” Proverbs 29:23a
“You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8 (NLT)

“…but with humility comes wisdom.” Proverbs 11:2b

“…while humility brings honor.” Proverbs 29:23b

2. LEND A HAND. Serve someone
“The cutting of the heart that goes the deepest in a man is when he humbles (attitude) himself and serves (action) others”

“… Whoever wants to become great among you must serve the rest of you like a servant. Whoever wants to become first among you must serve the rest of you like a slave. In the same way, the Son of Man did not come to be served. He came to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many people.” Matthew 20:25-28 (NCV)

“Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived.” I John 2:6 (Message)
“And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, you will surely be rewarded.” Matthew 10:42 (NLT)

“…And the Father will honor anyone who serves me.” John 12:26b (NLT)
3. EXPRESS YOUR HEART. Have compassion
“The cutting of the heart that moves us to enter into                          the pain of others” 

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.” Matthew 9:36-38 (NLT)
“A leper came to him, begging on his knees, ‘If you want to, you can cleanse me.’ Deeply moved, Jesus put out his hand, touched him, and said, ‘I want to. Be clean.’” Mark 1:40-41 (Message)

“But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious image.” II Corinthians 3:16-18 (NLT)
When our dreams die…we buy into cultural dream od a guy

Men are chasers. Capture, show off. Like trophy

The chase is empty…dead ends

Real man is not defined by chaching the prize

Defined when he realizes God is chasing him.

To capture his heart to do something much bigger than he could persue on his own

“Gods dream for a man is much bigger more powerful that the cultural sterio type of a real man God’s dream for you isn’t something you chase. It is something you become”

To become you must “Take it like a man”

Most men are afraid of what we are going to say…because it shatters sterio type models…Jesus shattered all sterion types

You need to take IT like a man

Scissors- circumcision

Identify his people

Gen 17:   I will establish my covenant…to be your God 

Circumcision is ID card

Fast forward 2000

Paul is talking

Coll 2 when you came to Christ you were circumcised…cutting away of sinful nature…Circumcision of the heart…a spiritual procedure

God wants to circumcise your heart.

God’s dream not what we chase…but become

God wants to cut into me the image of Jesus…less of me more Jesus

Less….More….

This is God’s Dream

This is my dream…

Col 3

For you have stript off the old nature and deeds….Lives in all of us.

Sentence New nature, continually, renewed learn about Christ

Rom 8

God chose them to bear the families likness Phillips

3 ways we cooperate 

1this week 

God cuts….we cooperate

1 Take a knee- humility (posture of submission) braveheart not humility. Gladiatot…take aknee. Knights take a knee to a higher authority….football player come to field “Men take a knee”
Humility is not a sign of weakness. In fact a weak person can not submit…because they are insecure

I like ME…God is not done cutting my heart

Humility does not come naturally. I am not as proud as arrogant

I am not alone on the island of ME

Rate yourself

Do you relate to the love of yourself

Do you feel the desire and need to win need to be noticed

The desire to prove your worth

The need to be first…people to value you

Can you identify with any of them.

Do you ever feel in competition with others

Something on the inside of us that begins to grow when we don’t get our way. Somebody else is winning , when we feel like we have been cheated or someone is getting breaks that we didn’t get has a problem with others getting ahead. 

This thing that grows keeps humility at a distance

Grows when the spotlight is on it

Keeps us chasing that sterio typical man

PRIDE grows

Devastating thing. Guys express in devastating things.

“I’m not saying I am st

Prov 11 , pride leads to discrase  29 pride ends in humiliations

A humble person doent have to be the start they can shine the spotlight on others people. They don’t have to promote themselves

Prideful men are lonely and scared.

Paint picture. Lonely distant and disconnected…die alone

Humility is a lot of weight to lift and few can do it.

Phil 2:5 attitude same as Jesus…attitude is the IT factor

Thought he was God…He didn’t claim his rights as God

List of 100 ways I am not like God…I cling to my rights.

Vs 7 made himself nothing humble by death on the cross.

RESULT OF A HUMBLE LIFE.

“all confess that Jesus is Lord”

Humble life did not lead to a humiliating life but an exalted life”

Humble will be rewarded.

Prov 11 humility comes wisdom

Prov 29 humility brings honor

What does humility look like to you. Your place

“spotlight off themselves and on other people”

Examples

Instead of retailiating- we reconcile

Ask questions and listen instead of doing all the talking

You make others the heros not you

You say “I’m sorry I was wrong”

Choose discomfort so others will have comfort

Minimize your status of boss so you can serve people below you…Not saying you don’t express your influence…your do express your influence…you just don’t express your ego.

Take a personal loss so others can experience a win.

Humble people make others feel good about them selves.

Evaluate yourself: Do the people in your life feel safe to share their deep concerns with you

Do your converstains consist of sports and weather surface safe topics

80% struggle with sexual temptation

Majority of men want to be closer to GOD.

See this a bunch of guys that struggle with sexual temptation and a bunch of guys that want to be closer to God…but we live on the surface of life. 

Because there is so much pride an arrogance we can not share real issues.

Whats a humble dad look like?

Kids don’t feel treatened or intimidated.

Dads that use a lot of guilt and shame…not a humble dad. Arrogant bully 

Arrogant men produce insecure children.

Humble men produce secure children.

Circumcision of the heart is a choice. You either let him or you don’t

We cooperate he operates.

We have a desperate missunderstandng to greatness.

Take a Knee

2. Lend a hand- serve someone

“The cutting of the heart that goes the deepest in a man is when he humbles (attitude) himself and serves(action) others.”

Service does not come natural…babysit…NO

Natural is no, ask someone else, I’m busy ,I do not want to.

If I could show that serving is what God ultimately wants for you.

Look at Jesus Matt 20  “Upside down passage” argument between James and John on seating arrangement …calling shotgun

“in the same way”
If you want to be great…serve…. That shatters our idea of greatness.

Women are 3-4 times more likey to serve than males…why? Because women are better human beings

(remind womaen about EVE)

In the same way….if you want to be great…follow my example

Neck up>>>conflict between james and john.  Fastforward  I john 2“Who clames to be in him must walk as Jesus did”

SAME JOHN

What would serving look like for you???

Depends on where you are spiritually.

1 fully committed…Why. It is Gods desire

2 I’m a Christian but feel distant…

3 I don’t know God no where near. Just checking it out

What do you really want. Love significance relationships, peace, security contentment, purpose.

You can chase the sterion typical male but it will not lead to where you think it will go

The more you serve the more your thirst for life

HOW

1 Start without an invitation…

2. Start small- don’t be first to eat, help someone in need, clean up, listen instead of talk, don’t insist on your own tv show always. Put your own laundry up 

Matt 10 if you give even a cup of cold water you will  be rewarded

3.  start anticipating rewards
John 12 my father will honor the one who serves me.(don’t serve to get rewards from people)

3. Express your heart- compassion

“ the cutting of the heart that moves us to enter in to the pain of others”

Question “if you knew that being a compassionate man ment being a strong, secure, a fighting man, …you could be that man…you would want to be that man.

Masculan compassion

Matt 9 when he saw the crowd he had compassion…he saw the crowd
1 step see and feel. BE MOVED
Question process 

Did he see a situation that botherd him…yes

Did he let it in….yes

Did he solve that situation personally himself….no

Did he act compassionaly to the people   yes

HOW. He expressed his heart to the people around him

GUYS we need to pray.

Fact is we can not fix everything right away. Compassion can move us to where we can do something and move others to the point of doing something about it.

2nd part. Actuall move and enter someones pain

Mark 1 a man with leprosy came and begged him. If you are willing

He is moved and responds

What does it mean to be moved…then move

Compassion for wife…listen, hug

With kids. Listen

Neighbor- go to house mow a lawn , bring a meal

Co-worker- pray 

At church, you know someone hurting 

Compassion and tenderness cost so little but has great benefits

Cultural image of a man. A MACHO MAN. Arnold

If this image led to greatness, significance. Follow it

So why do those that chase that end up empty

If we have the 3 points we would look more like the image of Christ.

Women. What is attractive . an arrogant self serving man that never expresses his heart

Or

“ as the spirit of the lord works in us we become more and more like him and reflect his glory even more”
The more you know him the more you love him
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