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Trailblazer: A person who blazes a trail for others to follow through unsettled country or wilderness: pathfinder Or a pioneer in any field of endeavor.

Settler: a person who settles in a new colony or moves into new country
“All these people died still believing what God had promised them. They did not receive what was promised, but they saw it all from a distance and welcomed it. They agreed that they were foreigners and nomads here on earth. 14 Obviously people who say such things are looking forward to a country they can call their own. 15 If they had longed for the country they came from, they could have gone back. 16 But they were looking for a better place, a heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.” Hebrews 11:13-16 (NLT) 

We live in a world that is becoming increasingly hostile to the Gospel.
Our Options: Retreat or Invade

Our natural inclination in a hostile environment is to retreat

What does retreat look like. Separation between Church and World.
 “When I wrote to you before, I told you not to associate with people who indulge in sexual sin. But I wasn’t talking about unbelievers who indulge in sexual sin, or are greedy, or cheat people, or worship idols. You would have to leave this world to avoid people like that”               I Corinthians 9:9-10 (NLT)
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 (NLT)
Three  Motives for a Trailblazer or a Settler
1. The God-given desire for your life to matter.
What kills this motive? believing the lie of insignificance

“Even before he made the world, God loved us (me) and chose us (me) in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. 5 God decided in advance to adopt us (me) into his own family by bringing us (me) to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure.” Ephesians 1:4-5 (NLT)

2.  God-given desire for adventure
What kills this motive? Fear of failure

“I am the Lord, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?”

Jeremiah 32:27 (NIV)

“I tell you the truth, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”  Matthew 17:20 (NIV)

If you knew that you would succeed at whatever you put your mind to what would you accomplish?

3. God-given propensity toward compassion
What kills this motive? Self-absorption 
 “Then Jesus explained: ‘My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work. 35 You know the saying, ‘Four months between planting and harvest.’ But I say, wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe ﻿for harvest. 36 The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life. What joy awaits both the planter and the harvester alike!’”   John 4:34-36 (NLT)
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