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“…You are Peter, a rock. This is the rock on which I will put together my church, a church so expansive with energy that not even the gates of hell will be able to keep it out.” Matthew 16:18 (Message)

Three Keys to Keeping THE church, His Church

I.  Realize that responsibility does not equal ownership.
“And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.” II Timothy 2:2 (NLT)
“so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other.”  Romans 12:5 (NLT)
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey.” Matthew 21:33 (NIV)

II. Be willing to let go of the past.
“No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead” Philippians 3:13 (NLT)
To forget has nothing to do with _________________ and everything to do with what we ______________________________.

A “Sacred Cow”can be anything that is _____________________

Three phrases that may indicate something you may be holding on to:
· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________

· ____________________________________________________
III. Embrace my individual and collective mandate to be fruitful.
“You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.” John 15:16 (NLT)
“If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know!”  Philippians 1:22 (NIV)
“Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.”

Psalm 126:1 (NIV)

“If God doesn’t build the house, the builders only build shacks. If God doesn’t guard the city, the night watchman might as well nap.”

Psalm 126:1 (Message)
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