“Touching Heaven, Changing Earth”
Pastor G. Scott Williams
January 6, 2008
“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Matthew 16:19 (NIV)
“And that’s not all. You will have complete and free access to God’s kingdom, keys to open any and every door: no more barriers between heaven and earth, earth and heaven. A yes on earth is yes in heaven. A no on earth is no in heaven.” Matthew 16:19 (Message)
“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the heavens,﻿ Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.” 

Hebrews 4:14-16 (NIV)
HOW TO APPROACH HIS THRONE
II Chronicles 34

I.  We must come: Pure in heart-(motives)
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” Matt 5:8 (NIV)

Pure in heart deals with the ________________ of our heart.
“…Yet you don’t have what you want because you don’t ask God for it. 3 And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want only what will give you pleasure” 

James 4:2b-3 (NLT)
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead me along the path of everlasting life” Psalm139:23-24 (NLT)
II. We must come: IN CONFIDENCE.
“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence…”                           Hebrews 4:16 (NIV)
Confidence deals with our level of faith.

People are either prayer-warriors or prayer worriers.

“Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.” Heb.11:1 (NLT)

Doubt is manifested by hesitancy

“It’s impossible to please God apart from faith. And why? Because anyone who wants to approach God must believe both that he exists and that he cares enough to respond to those who seek him.”
Hebrews 11:6 (Message)
III. We must come: WITH PERSISTANCE
Luke 11:5-13

“One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up. (lose heart, lose hope, become discouraged, faint)” Luke 18:1 (NLT)

“Then the Lord said, ‘Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even he rendered a just decision in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will grant justice to them quickly! But when the Son of Man﻿ returns, how many will he find on the earth who have faith?” Luke 18:6-8 (NLT)
“But how much of that kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?” Luke 18:8 (Message)
I got up early one morning

And rushed right into the day;

I had so much to accomplish

I didn’t have time to pray. 

Troubles just tumbled about me

And heavier came each task. 

Why doesn’t God help me, I wondered, 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.”

I tried to come into God’s presence, 

I used all my keys at the lock. 

God gently and lovingly chided, 

“Why child, you didn’t knock.”

I wanted to see joy and beauty, 

But the day toiled on grey and bleak, 

I called on the Lord for the reason—

He said “You didn’t seek.”

I woke up early this morning

And paused before entering the day. 

I had so much to accomplish

That I had to take time to pray. 

You may read in your United States history how George Washington found rest and relief in prayer during the trying times he and his soldiers passed through at Valley Forge. With all the cares and anxieties of that time upon him, he used to have recourse to prayer. One day a farmer approaching the camp heard an earnest voice. On coming nearer, he saw George Washington on his knees, his cheeks wet with tears, praying to God. 

The farmer returned home and said to his wife: “George Washington will succeed! George Washington will succeed! The Americans will secure their independence!”

“What makes you think so, Isaac?” asked his wife. 

The farmer replied: “I heard him pray, Hannah, out in the woods today, and the Lord will surely hear his prayer. He will, Hannah; thee may rest assured He will.”
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